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The arrival of the Advent season is truly a blessed time of the year. And while much of our 
society revels in the consumerism of the holiday, we at SFdS await the birth of Christ as more 
than a celebration of gift giving. Instead, we view this joyous season as an opportunity to 
prepare our hearts through generosity and service. This month, we have infused curricular 
elements of knowledge, faith, service and communal festivity into our weekly events.  
 
On December 4th, the young musicians of our our choir and band groups showcased their artistic 
creativity during our Winter Concert. I would like to thank Karen Mullins, Cheryl Thompson 
and Ben Wilshusen for the support and guidance they have offered while directing our young 
musicians. Also included in this festive evening was a delicious family dinner event hosted by 
our H.S.A. The ever enjoyable “Pizza Night” offered attending guests an affordable meal prior to 
enjoying our concert event. A special thank you to Jenni Perunko for coordinating this event. 
 
Then on December 7th, our Seventh Grade students served as host for the annual “Jingle Bell 
Ball”. Our young people used this seasonal occasion in which to share the joy of Christmas with 
the residents at the John B. Parsons Assisted Living Center. During their visit, the students 
provided a delicious spread of food items, performed seasonal music, played entertaining board 
games and shared great conversation with the residents. The joyous smiles on this day served as 
testimony that the true gift of Christmas is forged through the social interactions shared 
between all of God’s children, regardless of age.   
 
Then on December 11th, our Christmas Program once again filled our church with prayer and 
music in honor of our Lord. On this memorable evening, our Pre-K through 3rd Grade classes 
sang songs, read scripture and told the story of the birth of Christ. I would like to thank Cheryl 
Thompson for her leadership of this memorable event and for the assistance that Karen Mull, 
CC Rosenfelder and Debbie Wehlan offered in support of our student participants. 
 
Then on December 13th, the Parish Center was transformed into a winter wonderland of mythic 
proportions. Our annual “Santa Social” event offered a delicious pancake breakfast, a Christmas 
Bazaar, art and crafts, a children’s shopping area and even a visit from Ole’ St. Nick himself! 
While there are too many volunteers to list by name, I would like to offer my appreciation to the 
entire H.S.A. board for their leadership of this wonderful community event. 
 
Then on December 15th, a select group of finalists from our upper grade classes took part in the 
annual local contest for the National Geographic Geography Bee. I would like to thank Carly 
McQuown for her leadership of this event. And as well, a special note of gratitude for our 
celebrity moderator, Mayor Jake Day and his participation in this scholarly contest. 
  
And finally, on December 18th our 6th Grade students brought holiday cheer to the residents of 
the Anchorage Nursing Care Center. Our annual caroling event shared Christmas joy with the 
residents of Anchorage.  I would like to thank Karen Mullins for her leadership of this project.  
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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